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A Dog’s Purpose 
Written by Holly Rich 

 

How many times have we got-

ten a new dog and saw some-

thing in them that reminded us 

of dogs we have had in the 

past?  Whether it is in what 

toys or treats they like, the 

way they talk to us, the way 

they sleep or where they 

sleep, we usually find some-

thing about them that reminds 

us of our lost, but not forgot-

ten pets. 

 So here is the story so far 

about Cammy (aka Cameron, or Cameo’s Salt Water Taffy) and I will 

let you be the judge.  Losing both Buddy and Maddie really bothered 

me and it took a long time for me to even  think about another dog.   I 

always felt that I could have done more for both of them and especially 

wished that I had Maddie from the start. Then of course the next ques-

tion is whether I should do another rescue or a new puppy.  I put my 

name in with a suggested breeder and put my name out there with sev-

eral rescues. The breeder told us she would be probably having another 

litter sometime in the spring.  We decided to just let fate take its course.  

I knew we wanted something young to be with Cooper when Breeze 

eventually passes.  Cooper needs to have another stable dog to lean on 

for emotional support. 

  The end of January of 2017 I had gotten several calls from different 

rescues about young dogs needing foster homes.  I was about to say yes 

to one of them, but decided to check in with the breeder to see when 

her puppies were going to be due.  She had told me they were actually 

due the following week and would be ready to go to their homes the 

first of April.  It just so happens we were planning on being at the 

beach during that time and the breeder was less than a couple of hours 

away from our house there. I decided to pass on the rescue and wait to 

see the puppies.  When they were born and we saw the pictures I knew 

for sure that one of those puppies was going to be our next dog. 

Buddy 
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  Of course we were nervous and excited about 

bringing Cammy home.  But I knew it was still 

the right decision.   She was everything I had 

hoped for and then some!!!    Cammy is a very 

confident and smart puppy, but also is very 

sweet and full of life.  She got along with Coo-

per and Breeze right from the start and just be-

came one of the pack very quickly. 

  Very quickly we noticed things about her that 

reminded us of our passed dogs.  She sleeps in 

the same position like Buddy and has his 

sweet, cuddly personality.  She is also very well 

behaved like he was.  However, her biggest re-

semblance is to my precious Maddie.  You 

know the one I wished I had from the start.  She is the same color as Maddie.  She also does 

the same rolling in the street routine that Maddie did when she was on one of her walks. 

Cammy has to be with me all the time in whatever room I am in, just like Maddie and sleeps at 

my feet just like Maddie did.   When I am not in the house with her, her new thing is to sleep 

in my bedroom almost in the same spot as Maddie did. Maddie was one of the most laid back 

easy going dogs I have ever had.  She was always up for new things I taught her, not much 

scared her and you could do anything with her.  

Guess what, Cammy loves to learn new things and 

nothing seems to really scare her and you can pretty 

much do anything with her as well.   The Vets just 

love to see her just like with Maddie.   Whenever 

anyone in the house would have a coughing or 

sneezing spell, my Maddie was always got con-

cerned and had to check on them and then show her 

concern to me. Seems Cammy also feels the need to 

do so.   The biggest thing came this week when 

Cammy seemed to show signs of a bladder infec-

tion.  Just like Maddie did…………….so what did I 

do…………got out Maddie’s cranberry and vitamin 

C capsules and monitored Cammy just like I did 

with Maddie.   All is fine now, but I think I have my 

Maddie back with me but from the start this time!!! 

 
 

Maddie 

Cammy 
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Thank you to the organizers of the tricks seminar today. Caper and I had so much fun and she 

was able to get her novice and intermediate titles. Kindle hopes there will be another one so 

she can go play, too! 

Janice  

The tricks seminar 
made a profit of 
$950.  Thanks to 
all who attended 

and special 
thanks to Susan 
Brogan who was 

the presenter. 
Donna Richardson 

treasurer 

 

 



Page 4 The Blues News 

Obedience and Rally Regulation Changes 

Effective September 1, 2017 

 

The following is a change to Regulations and 
was approved by the AKC Board at the August 
2017 meeting. These regulation changes be-

come effective September 1, 2017.  
 

OBEDIENCE REGULATIONS 
Chapter 1. General Regulations 

Section 10. Identification. Club clothing, AKC 
event clothing, or breed clothing may be worn by 

anyone exhibiting a dog or by ring stewards. 
Clothing may display the person’s name, the 

dog’s call name and/or the dog’s picture. Titles 
may not be displayed. Writing or graphics on the 
clothing must not be in poor taste or contain pro-
fanity. Clothing must not display any information 

that would be in conflict with a sponsor of the 
trial. 

 
AKC RALLY REGULATIONS 

Chapter 1. General Regulations 
Section 9. Identification. Club clothing, AKC 

event clothing, or breed clothing may be worn by 
anyone exhibiting a dog or by ring stewards. 
Clothing may display the person’s name, the 

dog’s call name and/or the dog’s picture. Titles 
may not be displayed. Writing or graphics on the 
clothing must not be in poor taste or contain pro-
fanity. Clothing must not display any information 

that would be in conflict with a sponsor of the 
trial.&nbs p; 



 
 
 

 
The August obedience and rally trials were a big success once again.  The club made 
a profit of $1390.  A huge thanks goes out to all of the club members who helped out 
at this trial- from cleaning the turf the Sunday before to stewarding in rally and obedi-
ence.  We had several new people volunteer this year who did an excellent job and 
we really appreciate your support.  We could not hold this event every year without 
the dedicated trial committee who puts in hours of time before the event and then is 
present for the entire weekend.  Thanks to Jan Burgan our trial chair and trophy chair, 
Linda Andrews our obedience steward guru, Joy Pitcher our rally steward guru, Col-
leen Nolan our hospitality hostess, Ed Strawsnyder our grounds man, and especially 
Cheryl Harrison our trial secretary who puts in MANY hours entering data and creat-
ing all the paperwork for the trial to run smoothly. 
We will be once again looking for volunteers in November… 
 
Donna Richardson 
trial co-chair 
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Picture Of the Month 

 

 

“Summer 

Fun” 

 

Satchmo 

And 

Data 
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Mark Your Calendar 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

  ONE-DAY RALLY SEMINAR  
with AKC Rally Judges Joanie and Dave Brobst 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 ~ 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

CDOTC training room Crimora Recreation Center 

1648 New Hope Road Crimora, VA 24431 

 
Since 1985, the Brobsts have owned and trained Norwich Terriers.  In Obedience our Norwich Terriers have obtained 4 CDs, 3 

CDXs, 2 UDs, and 1 VER.  At the time of the first UD, there were fewer than 10 Norwich Terriers with a UD in the USA.  In Rally, 

they have obtained 3 RNs, 3 RAs, 2 REs, and 1 RAE.  Our Norwich was the first Norwich in the country to earn the RAE title.  In 

Freestyle, one of our Norwich earned a CFF Level 2 title and came in first in a group competition.   We have titled one of our Nor-

wich in agility obtaining the MX and AXJ titles.  Our Therapy Norwich goes to a Nursing Home each week and sits with the resi-

dents while we call BINGO. Currently we are ready to show in AKC Open, most likely in the Preferred class and our new Norwich 

puppy is working on this and that. For many years, we have taught all levels of Obedience and Rally classes. We both are AKC 

Rally Judges and Dave is also an AKC Open level Obedience Judge. 

 
This seminar will cover what you need to know to show in the Rally classes – and will 
cover all the new exercises and signs! It is suitable for beginners to advanced partici-
pants. Be prepared to work your dogs and HAVE FUN! 
 
WHAT TO BRING:  You, your dog, a chair and crate. There is limited crating room, so additional 
dogs are discouraged, but we will try to be flexible!  We have a heated small room for crating. The 
training room is not climate controlled – so dress appropriately. Questions? E:mail rallysemi-
nar@commonwealthdogtraining.com or call 540 849-5447. Further details will be sent to all regis-
trants. 
 
COST:  Working spots: Non-CDOTC members: $35. CDOTC members: $20  Spots limited to 20 working teams. 
Auditors: Non-members: $15.00, CDOTC members: $5.00. Payable to CDOTC, and mail to: Laura Thurman, 715 
Norfolk Ave., Staunton, VA 24401. 
Lunch is sandwich makings and soups - $5.00. 
Lunch: Yes:__________ (add $5 to your registration check) or, No: ______________ 
   

Name___________________________________________________Phone:_____________________            

Address: ________________________________________________Email:_____________________            

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________             

Name of Dog: _______________________Breed: _______________________Age of Dog ______ 

Titles ______________________________________Previous Experience with rally ____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
The undersigned understands that by enrolling in this Commonwealth Dog Obedience Training Club 
class, he / she is assuming liability for any property damage which might result from his/ her 
participation in this class and that neither Commonwealth Dog Obedience Training Club, an instructor, 
or the host party will be responsible for any loss or injury which might occur as a result of the 
undersigned’s participation in this class. 

 
Signed: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date____________________________________________________________  

mailto:rallyseminar@commonwealthdogtraining.com
mailto:rallyseminar@commonwealthdogtraining.com
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BRDTC has been asked to participate in Demonstrations at the 
following festivals this fall: 
Here are the Demo dates for your calendar... 
 9/16-9/17 - Apple Harvest Festival (Frederick County Fairgrounds) 
10am-5pm, gathering at 8:00 Sat. at training room to load truck.  
 9/30 - Canine Carnival (Sherando Park) Demo 10-11am; gathering at 
8:00am at training room to load truck 
10/14 or 10/15 - Arborfest (Brandy Farm); tentative; Club will only do 
one day, day TBD 
If you are willing to participate in any of these demo days, please con-
tact Ed Strawsnyder (c/660-0648; h/869-4385) or myself (c/540-336-
7183).    
Personally, I enjoy these demos and believe you will, too. It is an ex-
cellent "free" training opportunity for your dogs. No stress - just fun 
for all!   The spectators are impressed with anything we do so novice 
dogs are welcome.  Also, it's a great way to get to know fellow club 
members. Hope you will give it serious consideration!   
 
Debbie Vance 
BRDTC Secretary 



Page 10 The Blues News 



Page 11 The Blues News 

“WAGS & BRAGS” 

Lincoln was such a good boy this weekend!  He had 

some really nice runs for his third time out in agil-

ity.  He earned his second leg in Novice FAST, his 

first leg in Open JWW, and two legs in Novice 

Standard to earn his Novice Agility Title!!!  All first 

places.  Good boy!  He is now: 

CH Keepsake Hot Rod Lincoln NA NAJ 

Margaret Bissell 

I am so proud of Kenzie - this weekend she earned an 

invite to the NADD Eukanuba National Championship 

Invitational in Orlando during December!!! She will 

join Data as a dock diving competitor there this year. 

We competed at the Westwind qualifier this weekend in 

PA. I am pretty sure Kenzie was the oldest dog there, at 

9.5 years old. I asked her to jump in 8 splashes over 2 

days because we were trying to qualify by earning an 

advanced title. She was a trooper. After 8 splashes, we 

still needed 12 more senior legs and I was discouraged. 

Little did I know that she would finish the event as the 

2nd place jumper in the junior division (10' - 14' 11") 

and earn her invite by this placement! She was up 

against much younger dogs! I love this girl so much! 

She was tired at the end of the weekend. Kenzie has 

been competing in dock diving since she was 7 months 

old. She still loves it and we are blessed that she is still 

healthy and strong enough to compete. Orlando, here 

we come! (Oh, and Kenzie is grinning in this photo - 

not getting ready to bite me! Grins are followed by 

kisses. LOL) 

Carol Nansel 
 

Between the two show clusters in Richmond, 
my Doberman Kinsey earned 5 points (all sin-
gles).  She now has 7 pts. 
    At the Bloomsburg, PA shows, my Whippet 
Ashley earned her RAE7 and 2 legs toward #8. 
 Bobbie Lutz 
 

Gibbs is now Jade Mist Special Agent Gibbs 

NA, NAJ.  We had a good day at the Hyattsville 

Trial in Frederick yesterday.  Gibbs got his 

Novice Standard and Novice Jumpers Titles, 

was 3/3 in both classes and Lacey got her T2B 

2 Title and a QQ.  My knee is a little worse for 

wear this morning but it was worth it. 

Sandy Golden 
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“WAGS & BRAGS” 

The hound sisters and I had a great time at the trick seminar at Blue ridge dog training club today. Both left 

with two titles each. Phoebe got both her AKC novice trick title and her Do more with your dog novice trick 

title ( which are her 1st titles). Issie got both the AKC intermediate and advanced trick titles and had a break-

through with putting a tug in her mouth and slightly pulled on it!  

Joy 
 

Casper got credit for 5 tricks for having her CGC and had to have 5 more tricks, for intermediate, 
she had to have 10 tricks. I can't remember which was for what, but she did spins, got in a box, put 
her front feet on a platform, pushed the 'that was easy' button, caught a toy, balanced a treat on her 
head, heeled with an automatic sit, did the wobble board, put her rear feet on a platform, went in her 
crate from 10 feet away, retrieved a toy, high 5, put her front feet on my arm, and 2 more I can't re-
member off the top of my head...I'm surprised I remember that many! It was lots of fun! 

Janice  

 

My Dobie Kinsey earned her first major at the Harrisburg shows lastwkend!!!!  She now has 10 pts. 
toward her CH.    And Whippet Ashley earned 4 more legs on her RAE8. 
 Bobbie Lutz 

Peanut Butter Oat Leaves 
 

 

1 Cup of Rice Flour                                                    2 Eggs 

¾ Cup of Quinoa Flour                                             ½ Cup of Peanut Butter 

½ Cup of Oats                                                            1 Tblsp of Vegetable Oil 

 Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Combine all ingredients and roll out dough.  Add 

flour if too sticky or water if too dry.  Cut into leaf shapes for fall.  Bake on parch-

ment paper for about 20-25 minutes or desired crispness.   
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“More Brags!” 

Good day at the Blue ridge dog training club 

rally trial. Leilani earned her rally advanced 

title. 

Today at the skyline kennel club rally trial 

Leilani (sheltie) and Choice (English 

Springer spaniel) earned their first leg in ad-

vanced rally. Choice placed third and Leilani 

placed fourth. 

Annette & Cindy  
Roki having fun at 

tricks class 

Janet Moore 

Russell now has letters!  Letters after his 
name!  At our trials, he worked really hard and 
finished his Beginner Novice title on Satur-
day.  Then came back on Sunday to finish his 
Rally Novice title!  He is now:  

Keepsake What Were You Smoking BN RN 

Margaret Bissell  
Keepsake Kees 
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“More Brags!” 

My family, Shadow, and I are back from Europe and settling back into our normal agility trial/training 
routine. I am happy to report that Shadow didn’t seem to mind air travel and easily adjusted after. 
After landing in Amsterdam, we traveled to Germany for our team seminar/practice where we met 
the west coast team members. I was able to squeeze in a castle visit before driving to Luxembourg 
for the EOJ competition. 
 
What an experience! I made great friends on the USA Junior Team and met people from all over 
Europe. I also got to meet in person, other Juniors I had communicated with on social media from all 
over the World. Although we had a clean run for the Medium Dog Team, Shadow didn’t run as well 
in the Individual rounds as I had hoped. We came out with a very respectable 30th place out of 79 
Individuals in our Medium height class. A highlight of the EOJ experience was bargaining and mak-
ing trades for other countries jerseys before leaving Luxembourg. I am now even more determined 
to make the EOJ Team USA 2018. 
 
I am forever grateful to those of you who supported myself and/or my USA Team --- by making a 
donation, purchasing my handmade dog products, attending Benefit Run-Thrus, or just sharing my 
story.  
-- Morgan & Shadow 
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My new puppy- 
Wyeth. 
Donna 

Richardson  

Twix Brunner, Pinnacle Sweet 

Stuff. She will be training in obe-

dience,  rally, and agility.  She is 

quite bossy, and has decided that 

she is here to run the Brunner 

household.   

My little spicy Icey celebrated her 15th 
birthday on July 21, 2017.  She still tod-
dles around the house and around the 
yard.  We had a nice birthday party with 
ice cream which she enjoyed tremen-
dously! 

Margaret Bissell  
Keepsake Kees 
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Martha Butler, Editor 

680 Newlin Hill Road 

Winchester, VA. 22603 

Blue Ridge  

Dog Training Club 

Club Message Phone:  

540/662-1664 

VISIT US ON THE WEB 

www.brdtc.org  

What’s happening 

 

Sept 9 - picnic 

Oct -  Mattoponi  akc agility trial 

Nov 10 - meeting 

Nov 18-20 obedience trial 

Dec. 2-4 akc agility trial 

 

          month a visit to the 

nursing homes 

 

Envoy 2nd & 4th Monday 11am 

Spring Arbor 2nd & 4th Tuesday  

1 pm 

Hill Top 2nd & 4th Friday 10:45 am 

Sept 9  

Ice Cream Social 

/ Meeting 

7:00 pm 

 

http://www.brdtc.org

